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Alberico Wins Again in Pro Mazda on the Streets of St. Pete
California Racer Secures Second Mazda Road to Indy Win for Local Team

St. Petersburg, Fla. – Neil Alberico scored his second Pro Mazda Championship Presented by
Cooper Tires victory in as many days as he led throughout this morning’s second stanza of the
Allied Building Products Grand Prix of St. Petersburg. The popular Californian started from the
pole for St. Petersburg-based Cape Motorsports with Wayne Taylor Racing and was never
seriously threatened during the half-hour race.

Jose Gutierrez, from Monterrey, Mexico, finished second for defending champion team Juncos
Racing, while Alberico’s teammate, Canadian rookie Daniel Burkett, secured his first podium
finish with third.

Alberico lost no time in displaying his dominance after the first six laps were completed behind
the Pace Car following a five-car incident in Turn Four on the opening lap. He led by a full 1.2
seconds at the completion of the first lap of green-flag racing, and even though his charge was
halted by another caution which left time enough merely for a one-lap dash to the checkers,
Alberico remained unflustered as he romped home the winner by a little less than one second.

Burkett provided one of the drives of the race as he made his way from sixth on the grid to third.
Another strong run by the Canadian had ended early yesterday following an incident in Turn
One, but Burkett showed no ill effects as he made up two positions at the start, then passed
Saturday’s second-place finisher, Santiago Urrutia (Team Pelfrey) at the restart on Lap 7. The
pass earned Burkett the Replay XD Move of the Race Award. He also slipped briefly into second
place with a brave move past Gutierrez in Turn One on Lap 9, but was unable to cement the
claim as Gutierrez regained the place almost immediately.

The Mexican and the Canadian continued their tussle to the flag at the final restart, with Burkett
once again attempting a bold maneuver into Turn One. Gutierrez managed to maintain his
advantage, leaving Burkett to fight off the advances of Urrutia, Kyle Connery (JDC MotorSports)
and Garett Grist (Juncos Racing) at the line.

Brothers Dominic and Nicholas Cape took home the PFC Award as the winning car owners,
while Gutierrez secured the Staubli Award. The Quartermaster Hard Charger Award went to
Expert Class winner Jay Horak (M1 Racing), who gained eight positions from 17th place on the
grid to finish ninth.

The Pro Mazda Championship Presented by Cooper Tires will continue with another pair of
races at NOLA Motorsports Park in New Orleans, La., on April 10-12.

Neil Alberico (#3 Rising Star Racing/Mobe-Cape Motorsports with Wayne Taylor Racing):
“We didn’t get much testing in the off season, since the deal came together at the last minute.
We were a little behind the eight-ball, since the other drivers had more time behind the wheel
and more momentum. For me, just to be on the grid to start the season was going to be great.
So to have this kind of result for everyone who has supported me was incredible. This is the best
start to a season I’ve ever had; I’ve had misfortune here in the past but everything comes full
circle. This is a great way to start the season, for me and for the team – we had two Cape cars
on the podium both days. Now we’re looking forward to NOLA in two weeks.”
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About Pro Mazda: The Pro Mazda Championship Presented by Cooper Tires debuted in 2013 as a new
series, replacing the Star Mazda Championship which ceased operation in 2012 after 22 years. The series is
sanctioned by INDYCAR and owned and operated by Andersen Promotions. It is the second official step on
the Mazda Road to Indy ladder system with the series’ champion awarded a scholarship package from
Mazda to advance to Indy Lights Presented by Cooper Tires competition the following year. For more
information, visit www.promazdachampionship.com.

About Mazda, Mazda Motorsports, and MAZDASPEED: Mazda is a leading player in all aspects of sports
car racing with an emphasis on endurance road racing. Mazda is the number-one brand for road-racers
across North America among both club racers and professionals. Thousands of Mazda-powered grassroots
racers compete in various classes with the SCCA and NASA highlighted by Spec Miata, the world’s largest
spec class with over 2,500 cars built. Via the Mazda SportsCar Racing Academy and the Mazda Road to
Indy, Mazda supports racers at all levels of the sport from club racing up to the TUDOR United SportsCar
Championship where it races with production SKYACTIV Technology.

Mazda remains the only Asian car company to score an overall win at the 24 Hours of Le Mans (1991).
Mazda has had a naming rights agreement at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca since 2000.

Mazda Motorsports is managed by Mazda North American Operations (MNAO).  MNAO is headquartered in
Irvine, Calif., and oversees the sales, marketing, parts and customer service support of Mazda vehicles in
the United States and Mexico through nearly 700 dealers. Operations in Mexico are managed
by Mazda Motor de Mexico in Mexico City.

Consumer information can be found at www.mazdausa.com, with press information at
www.mazdausamedia.com. Racers and fans can follow the action on Facebook (Mazda Motorsports),
Twitter (@mazdaracing), Instagram (MazdaMotorsport) and www.mazdamotorsports.com.

About Cooper Tire & Rubber Company: Cooper Tire & Rubber Company is the parent company of a
global family of companies that specialize in the design, manufacture, marketing, and sales of passenger car
and light truck tires. Cooper has joint ventures, affiliates and subsidiaries that also specialize in medium
truck, motorcycle and racing tires. Cooper’s headquarters is in Findlay, Ohio, with manufacturing, sales,
distribution, technical and design facilities within its family of companies located in 11 countries around the
world. For more information on Cooper Tire, visit www.coopertire.com, www.facebook.com/coopertire or
www.twitter.com/coopertire.


